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Cover Art by: Claire Ruddock   

Come Take an Adventure in the World of Ink.
 Welcome to Stories for Children Magazine for kids ages 3 to 12 years 

From The Editor: 
November is one of my favorite months. Not only 
it is my birthday (and my son's) this month, but it's 
also National Peanut Butter Lover's Month! Check 
out this page for some neat facts about peanut  
butter: http://www.peanutbutter.com/
funfacts.aspx. 

 
This month, Americans everywhere will be also be celebrating  
Thanksgiving. Read about the history behind this celebration here:   
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Thanksgiving/. 
 
November 15 is National Recycling Day. You can show the planet you 
care by learning more about recycling at the National Institute of  
Environmental Health Sciences kids' page:  
http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/recycle.htm. 
 
America celebrates Veterans Day on November 11. Veterans Day honors 
all the people who have served in the military.  
 
In Canada, we celebrate Remembrance Day—which is more similar to 
Memorial Day—as we honor all those who sacrificed their lives in  
service of their country. In November, people wear poppies to symbolize 
remembrance. You can find out the story behind this bright little flower 
here:  
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/remembrance/
poppy.htm. 
 
November is about remembering and being thankful, and I love the idea 
of practicing gratitude every day. The world around us is filled with 
blessings of every kind, but sometimes they are easy to miss if we're not 
paying attention. Once you do start paying attention, it's amazing how 
many things you realize you have to be thankful for!  
 
Peanut butter is definitely on my gratitude list. What about you?  
 
Gisele LeBlanc, SFC Assistant Poetry Editor 

Would you like to write for us? 
 
Stories for Children Magazine publishes short stories, articles, poems, coloring pages, word and 
picture puzzles, book reviews, arts & crafts, and interviews with children's book authors and/or 
illustrators for children ages 3 to 12.   
 

For more information visit  http://storiesforchildrenmagazine.org 
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Ages: 7-9 The New Girl 
By: Tracy Schuldt Helixon  

“Good news, class,” said Miss Moreno. “Someone 
new is joining us.” 
The new girl stood, smiling, in front of the room. I 
never saw a new kid smile so big. “This is Ella,” said 
Miss Moreno. “Please welcome her.” 
Miss Moreno told Ella to sit at my table, right next to 
me. Everyone looked at her. 
“Hi,” I said. 
“Hi,” Ella said with a grin. 
That afternoon, Lucy brought out birthday treats—
cupcakes with white frosting and sprinkles. Cupcakes 
are my favorite. They looked yummy.  
Before Lucy handed out the treats, Ella moved to a 
separate desk next to our table.  
When Lucy tried to give Ella a cupcake, Ella said, 
“No, thank you.” 
“What?” said Lucy. “Who doesn’t like cupcakes?” 
Ella’s face turned red. “I’m allergic,” she said. 
Everyone at the table stared at Ella.  
“That’s weird,” said Tommy. 
“Allergic Ballergic,” teased Eric.   
People laughed. I laughed, too. Ella looked away, then 
stared down at the floor. Her smile disappeared. 
Miss Moreno gave Ella a graham cracker.    
I ate my cupcake, but somehow, it didn’t taste as good 
as usual. 
At home that night, the doorbell rang. Mom called me 
to the living room. “Pedro,” she said. “You have a  

new friend next door. This is Ella. Why don’t you 
show her your toys while her mom and I get to 
know each other?” 
I could hardly believe it. Ella was my new 
neighbor!  
“Hi,” I said. 
“Hi,” said Ella. 
“Want to see my fish tank?” I asked. 
“Okay,” said Ella. 
I showed Ella my fish. She asked me their 
names. Then she giggled, made fish lips, and said, 
“Nice to meet you,” to each one. She made me 
smile. 
“Want to hear a joke?” I asked. 
“Sure,” said Ella.  
“Why did the elephant sit on the marshmallow?” I 
asked. 
“Why?” Ella grinned. 
“So he wouldn’t fall in the hot chocolate.” 

Illustration Copyright © 2009 Brigit McCone 
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Ella laughed so hard that I couldn’t help laughing, 
too.  
Soon, Mom called us to the living room. “It’s time 
for Ella to go,” she said. “But I’m sure you’ll play 
again soon.” 
Before they left, Mom handed Ella’s mom a plate 
of cookies.   
“Thank you,” said Ella’s mom. “How         
thoughtful! But we can’t take them home. Ella is 
allergic to milk and eggs. If she has something 
with milk or eggs in it, she can get very sick.” 
After they left, I asked Mom about food allergies.  
“We each have things that make us different 
from others,” Mom said. “For Ella, one of 
those things is her food allergy. It just means 
she can’t eat some kinds of foods because 
they will make her sick. But she can do 
lots of other things, just like you.” 
I went back to my room, stared at my 
fish tank, and thought of 
Ella. Tomorrow at milk break, Ella 
would have a different snack again. 
What if the kids said mean 
things? Then I had an idea. I ran to the 
kitchen to talk to Mom.   
“That’s a wonderful idea,” Mom said. 
“I’ll call Miss Moreno in the morn-
ing.” 
The next day, I played with Ella at  
recess. She told me knock-knock jokes 
that made me laugh. I knew I had 
made a new friend. 
Later, during snack time, everyone 
lined up for milk and cookies. Ella 
stayed behind. This time, I stayed, too.  
Ella looked at me. “Aren’t you going 
to get in line?”  
“Not today,” I said.  

Ella looked surprised. Miss Moreno brought us both 
some juice and graham crackers. 
Eric came back to the table with his milk and       
cookies. “What’s that?” he asked, staring at my snack. 
“This is about to be the best graham cracker I ever 
tasted. Right, Ella?” 
Ella smiled. “Right,” she said.  
And it was. 
 

 
~The End~ 

Illustration Copyright © 2009 Roberta Baird 
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that I would love to read. 
Are you a disciplined writer? Do you work 
from an outline or a conscious (or sub-
conscious) stream of writing? (I say sub-
conscious writing, because many brilliant ideas 
come to us in our sleep). 
I’m kind of in-between. I do a very simple one- or 
two-page synopsis, just to get a path down. But I 
do a lot of creating as I write. 
The Maze Runner released in October 2009 by 
Random House. For those unfamiliar with your 
writing, please describe the premise of The 
Maze Runner, without giving away the ending. 
It’s about a group of boys placed in an experiment 
of sorts set in a future dystopian society. They   
literally live inside a giant stone maze, running 
their own community and trying to escape. But 
when the main character, Thomas, arrives,        
everything begins to change and they realize that 
the scope of what’s behind the maze is far bigger 
than anyone thought. 
Please share with us your collaboration process 
with the illustrator. Did you have the              
opportunity to hand pick your illustrator for 
The Maze Runner? 
Actually, I wasn’t involved in the process at all. 
But I have spoken with the artist, Philip Straub, 
since. I really love the cover. 
Did you envision The Maze Runner as a trilogy 
from the outset? 
Almost. When working through the first book, I 
came up with a cool twist that turned it into a 
much bigger story. 
 

Meet Author James Dashner 

Copyright © 2009 Stories for Children Magazine  
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An accountant turned author, 
James Dashner is living the 
dream so many writers strive 
for. The mastermind behind 
The Maze Runner trilogy, 
Dashner continues to give 
back to the writing         
community by paying it   
forward. He is always     
willing to provide insights 
on his experiences in the 
publishing world, but be 

forewarned, his humorous style may have you         
forgetting what you asked in the first place. Come 
along for Dashner’s amazing twist and turn journey. 
Your formal college education was in accounting. 
Please share with us the moment when you felt the 
desire to write. 
It was actually in college when I started dabbling with 
short stories. But, being practical, I pursued an        
accounting career. But then I really started hating    
being an accountant (imagine that!) and worked harder 
and harder to go full time as a writer. I was finally able 
to do it in August 2008. 
Your road to success is remarkable. What major 
obstacle did you encounter in getting your first 
novel and subsequent novels published? 
Just like anyone else: getting your work in front of the 
right people. Also, it took a few years before my   
writing was up to par and publishable. I went to lots of 
writer’s conferences. 
Like all authors you have had your fair share of 
rejection letters. You obviously did not let the     
letters deter you. How did you keep your             
determination without getting discouraged? 
Oh, I always got discouraged. With each and every 
letter. But they also made me hungrier, and more   
passionate about wanting to be a success. I just stayed 
focused on writing good stuff —the kinds of things 

S F C  F ea t u
red G u es t  
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So many authors helped me along the way. I’ve set a 
goal to pay it forward and never forget what it was like 
to be battling for a break. 
What is next for you in your exiting writing        
career? 
I had a national eight-city tour in October, and then I’ll 
begin revisions on Book 2 of The Maze Runner and 
start writing Book 3, the final one. I’m having way too 
much fun! 
Visit James Dashner at: 
http://www.themazerunner.com 
http://www.jamesdashner.com 
 

How long did it take you to write the first draft  
of The Maze Runner? Is it the same for each of 
your manuscripts? 
The first draft took about four months, but then I’d 
been working on it off and on for three years     
before it found a home. Now that I write under 
contract and with deadlines, the process is a lot 
quicker and smoother. And more fun! 
In early January 2009 you made mention on 
your blog http://jamesdashner.blogspot.com of 
submitting The Maze Runner to foreign and 
film rights agents. Any news on this front? 
Yes! We’ve now sold in seven markets: Russian, 
French, Chinese, Greek, Portuguese, Spanish, and 
the UK. There is definite film interest, but no deals 
yet. 
Please describe to us your relationship between 
you and your editor. What makes an author/
editor relationship a success? 
I love and worship my editors, Krista Marino for 
The Maze Runner and Lisa Mangum for The 13th 
Reality. Quite honestly, I trust them both implicitly 
and almost never push back on anything. I’m a 
very lucky author. 
Are your school visits specifically designed to 
the particular school’s needs, or do you stay 
with your own format? Describe a typical visit. 
I usually just do a quick story building exercise 
and then answer questions. My main goal is to 
make the kids laugh, help them realize reading and 
writing can be fun, and then hit them with the  
message that they can’t ever give up on their 
dreams. But, mainly, I just try to make them laugh 
so they don’t fall asleep on me! 
What advice would you give to a new writer? 
Write every day, go to writer’s conferences as 
much as possible, network while there, and read, 
read, read. 
At your blog you encourage readers to ask 
questions. Why do you feel it is important to 
provide this wonderful opportunity? 

Books by James Dashner: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
You can purchase books at any local,     

on-line, or SFC bookstore. 
Click here to visit the SFC bookstore 
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Coloring Page 
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Stanley Bookman's Tips  
Hi! I’m Stanley Bookman. I come from Storyville. This is the place where all 
the characters in each story live. Where is Storyville, you ask? It’s in the 
World of Ink, and you can only get there by reading.    
I’ve come to live here at Stories for Children Magazine to share tips with you 
on how to become better readers and have you help me spread the word 
about special events or holidays, such as . . . Great American Smokeout Day! 

 
I bet you’re wondering when Great American Smokeout Day is. It’s the third Thursday in November. 
The way to celebrate, is to help a loved one kick the habit of smoking. This special day was started 
to support them. Quitting smoking results in fewer health problems, less cancer, and less             
emphysema from secondary smoke as well. 
 
Helping a loved one or anyone we care about to stop smoking is not an easy task. Our Editor-in-
Chief, VS Grenier (an ex-smoker), knows how hard it is to quit smoking. But she did it as soon as 
she found out she was going to be a mother back in 1996. She’s never turned back since. Usually it 
can take repeated efforts, but with some support from loved ones, such as you, many have been 
successful on the first attempt.  
 
The health benefits and the prospect of a longer life are crystal clear. Who wouldn’t want their mom, 
dad, grandparents, or other loved ones around for a long time? The American Cancer Society      
encourages all smokers to give up the "butt" November 19, 2009. Help your loved one who smokes 
join millions of other Americans today and take a big step to a happier, healthier, longer life. Let 
them know you’ll be happy they did.  
 
 
Reading Tip:  
 
Here are some links to great articles about reading to your children. 
 
What do you know about reading to your child? 
http://www.babycenter.com/what-do-you-know-about-reading-to-your-child 
 
Childhood books: Readers pick their favorites  
http://www.babycenter.com/0_childhood-books-readers-pick-their-favorites_10005.bc 
 
Stories for Children Magazine wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for the hard work and support of our contributors. 
Each contributor works for free submitting stories, articles, poems, crafts, games, artwork, and so much more. 
To learn more about the contributors at SFC visit:  
http://storiesforchildrenmagazine.org 
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